The Canberra Swiss Club Inc.

Newsletter

Vol. 24 No. 3
July 2021

PO Box 3211
Manuka ACT 2603

Phone: 0409 907 196 (President)
0402 584 194 (Secretary)

email: canberraswissclub@gmail.com
web: http://swissclubact.com

What’s in this issue?
Your Swiss Club Committee .................................................................................................................. 2
Event changes due to Covid.................................................................................................................. 2
President’s Message ............................................................................................................................. 3
Stargazing Night .................................................................................................................................... 4
Jass – the Swiss Card Game .................................................................................................................. 4
Fondue Night ........................................................................................................................................ 5
ANU Film Group .................................................................................................................................... 5
Annual Canberra Jass Tournament ....................................................................................................... 6
Canberra Swiss Choir ............................................................................................................................ 8
Chicken Broth / Flädele Suppe.............................................................................................................. 9
Do you know the bridges of Central Switzerland? ............................................................................. 10
Something for the children ................................................................................................................. 11
The story of Ragusa ............................................................................................................................ 12

Upcoming Club Events
All events are subject to last minute changes/cancellations due to Covid

Date (2021)
Sat 17 July
Sat 31 July
Aug TBA
Sun 22 Aug
Thur 30 Sept*

Event
Star Gazing, Aboriginal
View
Swiss National Day **
Eisstock Tournament
Learn to Play Jass
Fondue Night
* change of date
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Date (2021)
Sun 19 Sept

Event
Go Karting

Sun 24 Oct*
Fri 26 Nov
Sun 5 Dec

Jass Tournament
AGM
Samiclaus Picnic
** cancelled
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Your Swiss Club Committee
Position
President

Name
Chris Heiniger

Phone
0409 907 196

Email
president.canbswissclub@gmail.com

Vice President

Werner Albrecht

6291 4160

radio_cms@yahoo.com.au

Secretary

Cathy Schmidli

0402 584 194

secretary.canbswissclub@gmail.com

Treasurer

Sam
Sainsbury-Käser

0416 052 797

treasurer.canbswissclub@gmail.com

Membership
Secretary

Sonja Gasser

0409 386 235

canberraswissclub@gmail.com

Property
Officer

Matthias Käser

0405 453 155

heavenlykandw@hotmail.com

Newsletter
Editor

Julie Slater

Committee
Member

Heather Bundy

julie_slater@outlook.com
0401 652 877

heather.bundy777@gmail.com

Event changes due to Covid

Sad News

We regret to inform you that we have had to make some hard
decisions due to the recent Covid outbreak in NSW.

the tragic loss of Gaby Hoffmann

Swiss National Day Celebrations

The Swiss National Day celebrations for 2021 have been cancelled due to the Covid
restrictions in NSW, which will not allow for mass gatherings.

It is with a heavy heart that we wish to inform you that one

Eisstock Tournament
of our longest serving members, Gaby Hoffmann was

tragically
passed
away following
a carinaccident
late of weeks
We will advise
via email,
on Facebook
and our webpage
the next couple
whether January.
this event will go ahead, and if it does, how to book.
Fondue Night
As a Club we offer our sincere condolences to her family

andnight
friends
during
this difficult
A reflection
The fondue
has been
postponed
until time.
30 September
2021.on
Your booking will
Gaby’s
life
is
provided
on
automatically be transferred to this night. If you are unable to come, please contact the
Club Treasurer, Sam Kaiser to organise a refund.
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President’s Message
Fellow Members,
I hope everyone is still ok and having a good time. Unfortunately, not much has
changed with our Swiss Club due to Covid. Sometimes it looks like it is getting
better and the next day it gets worse, and we are back to the same old
situation.
The committee had been working extremely hard on the next two planned
events: Fondue Night and Swiss National Day. We had pretty much everything
organized and ordered for the events and were ready to go. We even had to
have the Fondue Night approved by the ACT Government with a Covid safe
Plan.
And then it started all over again with Covid in NSW. Therefore, the ACT
government adjusted their restrictions.
Due to those restrictions, we had to postpone the Fondue Night and cancel the
Swiss National Day.
But we won’t give up. We are still working hard on the next events and hope
that we can run those.
Thank you.
Christoph Heiniger
President
Canberra Swiss Club.
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Stargazing Night
What:

A stargazing night with telescopes if the weather permits and a talk

When:

Saturday 17 July at 5.30 pm
Approx 2 hours if good weather, otherwise 1 – 1.5 hours

Where:

In front of the Duffield Building, Mount Stromlo Observatory

RSVP

Please note that you must register to attend this event. Please
click on this link or scan the QR code to open the booking form

Jass – the Swiss Card Game
Have you ever wondered how to play the popular Swiss card game
of Jass? In this introductory training session, you will learn:
•
•
•
•

how to read the Swiss-German and Swiss-French cards
card point value and hierarchy
rules and game-play
how to practice alone, play with others and at our annual
tournament.

When:

Sunday 22 August 2021, 11am – 3pm (leave when you want),
includes a break for lunch at the onsite Knuckles Restaurant.

Where:

the Keller in the German Harmonie Club, 49 Jerrabomberra Ave,
Narrabundah

Cost:

free ($5 non-members), but bring money for lunch and drinks.

Registration:

Via our website, click on the link or scan the QR Code

Should COVID restrictions prevent the event from being held in person, it
will be offered online.
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Fondue Night
Note the new venue and change of date
When:

Thursday 30 Sept, 7 – 11 pm

Where:

Albert Hall
100 Commonwealth Ave, Yarralumla

Cost:

$30.00 for members
$40.00 for non-members
Children under 12 free (one parent/guardian must be a member)

Bring:

fondue set and burner with forks (and any spares if you have them)
(please label your fondue set and burner with your full name)
forks, wine glasses and drinks.

RSVP:

Bookings are now closed due to capacity being reached. Please contact
the Club treasurer if you wish to be placed on the wait list.

Donations
We are very fortunate this year to have received donations for our tombola (raffle)
from Victorinox and the Swiss Ambassadors. We know you will love the prizes! If
there are any items that you want to donate, please bring them along on the night.

ANU Film Group
Some members of the Swiss Club are avid members of the ANU Film Group,
and would particularly like the information about the group to be shared
with other members. The ANU Film Club Group Inc. is Australia’s largest film society
and has been screening films in Canberra since 1966. They screen over 150 films a
year, from the latest Hollywood hits, to foreign, independent and classic films you
won’t find on the big screen elsewhere. Several films are sponsored by various
Embassies. Best of all – membership is open to everyone!
You can become an ANU Film Group member in one of two ways: coming along to
any screening and signing up in person, or purchasing your membership online. Once
you become a member, entry into all films on their programme is free.
At just $90 for an annual membership, which includes 8 guest passes, it is great value
for money. More information can be found on their website - www.anufg.org.au.
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Annual Canberra Jass Tournament

When:

1:30pm, Sunday 24 October 2021

Where:

Yowani Country Club, 455 Northbourne Ave, Lyneham

Cost:

$10 ($15 non-members), includes light refreshments.

Registration:

By 17 October, via our website, click on the link or
scan the QR Code

We play a Schieber variation of Jass with trumps, obenabe and undenufe. The players
at each table together decide each round whether to use the Swiss-German or SwissFrench cards. The rules haven’t really changed, but have now been documented and
are accessible on our website via this link.
Everyone is welcome, whether experienced or not, if you enjoy a game of Jass or are
interested to watch, please join us. Please register if you would like to come to the
competition, either to participate, be a spare participant (because we need the
number of participants to be divisible by 4), or if you just want to watch. Contact Sonja
Gasser if you have any enquires.
And remember there are prizes available too - for the top three players as well as
the wooden spoon prize, which included a bottle of schnapps last year.
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Mothers Day 2021 Bushwalk Report
Nil Desperandum (Don’t Despair) some of you missed our walk … but you now have a whole
year to get your fitness together for the next event rumoured, to perhaps, being in the north
Canberra region but watch this space!!!
On 9 May ‘Mutter Tag’ and despite recent rains causing some flooding of access roads, an
intrepid team of adventurers met at Tidbinbilla Nature reserve. This was to undertake the
bushwalk to Nil Desperandum – a walk in honour of Gaby
Hoffman who had planned to do this walk with the club.
The walk began at Greens picnic area next to an idyllic little
billabong. After crossing a bridge, we found ourselves on a
single track that wound its way through a regenerating forest
of eucalypts, ferns and tea tree. Little evidence remains of the
devastation caused by the 2003 fires.
The walk continued climbing gently into the range of Tidbinbilla on a mix of management
trails and single track. In one area large boulders adorn the landscape: left like a game of
marbles completed by giants.
Walking in the middle of the day with temperatures hitting a lovely autumn 20 degrees is not
conducive to spotting wildlife and we saw little, but the odd kangaroo, the scats of rabbits
and foxes and the singing of some of the local avian species.
Our amateur ornithologist identified the Striated Pardalote as
one of the songstresses.
We stopped at the lookout to view Tidbinbilla Station in the
valley below and Gibraltar Rocks on the range in the distance.
After another 3km we arrived at Nil Desperandum. The
homestead was built in the 1890s but was destroyed during the
2003 fires and then rebuilt to its former glory. Here we sat on the veranda for lunch looking
at the surrounds and reflecting on those who had sat here so long ago in this isolated but
wonderful spot.
After lunch we did the small circuit of the property seeing the swimming hole, the former
Koala sanctuary, remnants of the former Eucalypt distillery dating
back to the 1940s and the Camelia gardens that operated between
the mid 1970s and the late 1980s. We then returned to Greens picnic
area following the outbound tracks.
A great moderate 12.7km walk in
perfect conditions to experience
good company, history, geological
features and of course the grandeur
of the Aussie bush – awesome.
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Canberra Swiss Choir
Do you sing in the shower?? 😃😃
If so, you should consider joining the Canberra Swiss Club’s Cremeschnitte-Choerli.
We will make you feel very welcome and promise you will have fun!
The choir mostly sings Swiss songs in our national languages and currently has
between 15 and 20 active singers who are guided by our excellent and committed
musical director, Geoff Roberts. We are accompanied on piano by the talented Linus
Lee and, whenever circumstances permit, by guitarist Dave Hall.
Choir rehearsals are relaxed and enjoyable. There are no auditions and singers don’t
need to be able to read music. We are a mixed choir and encourage men and women
to come along; more male voices would be most welcome. After the rehearsal we
often sit together for a drink or a bite to eat.
Prior to Covid, we performed several times a year, for example in November 2019 we
gave a much appreciated Weihnachtskonzert at Goodwin House in Ainslie and we
look forward to planning some future events.
Why don’t you come to a rehearsal and see for yourself?
When:

SECOND and FOURTH Tuesday of every month, 6pm-7.30pm

Where:

Keller of the HARMONIE GERMAN CLUB,
Jerrabomberra Avenue, Narrabundah

Cost:

$5 per rehearsal

Info:

http://swissclubact.com/choir

Contact:

http://swissclubact.com/choir-news
Regula Neilson on 0409 399 633, click on this link or scan
the QR code to fill in your details so a choir member can
contact you.
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Chicken Broth / Flädele Suppe
A great soup for cold winter nights and you can make extra pancakes
for dessert. The chicken meat can then be used for a curry or added to
the soup.

Ingredients (4 -6 people)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 small chicken (≈ 1.3kg)
1 large onion
1 large leek sliced
1 stick celery
2 carrots
2 bay leaves
Sprig of thyme
Small glass dry white wine
1 large pickled gherkin cut
into thin sticks
Salt and pepper to season

Pancake batter
•
•
•
•
•

50g plain flour
1 egg
150 ml milk
½ tsp salt
Butter or oil to cook the pancakes

Method
1. Place chicken in a large pan with 3
litres of water and the wine.
2. Roughly chop half of the vegetables
and add to the pot.
3. Bring pot to simmer uncovered for
about 1 hour. Skim off the scum from
time to time. The liquid should have
reduced by about half.
4. Strain the soup, discarding the cooked
vegetables and retaining the chicken
to use as desired.
5. Thinly slice the remaining half of the
vegetables and add to the strained
liquid. Return to the stove and simmer
for approx. 10 minutes, seasoning as
needed. Add the gherkin sticks.
6. In the meantime, make the pancakes
while the broth is simmering, by
whisking the ingredients together.
7. Cook 2 tablespoons of batter at a time.
You should get about 4-5 pancakes.
8. Roll the pancakes and slice into thin
rolls. Place into serving bowls and pour
over the hot broth.

A quick version can be made using stock cubes , but in my experience the best tasting
food is always the food that takes time to prepare.
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1

When was the “Teufelsbrücke” over the
Schöllenschlucht first built out of stone?
a
about 1558
b
about 1585
c
about 1291

2

How many people walked daily on average over the
Kapelbrücke in Luzern in 2017?
a
800
b
13 800
c
3500

3

What is the name of the bridge that connects
Stansstad with Hergiswil?
a
Lopperbrücke
b
Achereggbrücke
c
Wettsteinbrücke

4

The high bridge between Flüele’Ranft and Kerns is the:
a
widest covered wooden bridge in Europe
b
longest covered wooden bridge in Europe
c
highest (above the river floor) covered wooden
bridge in Europe

5

On which central Swiss mountain is this suspension
bridge?
a
Titlis
b
Pilatus
c
Grosser Mythen

6

Which two Swiss Alpine Club lodges does this bridge
connect?
a
Salbit and Bergsee
b
Salbit and Tierberg
c
Salbit and Voralp

Source: https://www.luzernerzeitung.ch/zentralschweiz/luzern/lz-quiz-kennen-sie-diesezentralschweizer-bruecken-ld.1262625
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Let’s learn some French
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The story of Ragusa

Any Swiss person knows Ragusa chocolate too well.
Alas it is hard to find outside of Switzerland,
particularly in Australia (a bit like Rivella). Not too long
ago, I had the lovely opportunity to visit the CHEZ
Camille Bloch Visitors Centre in Courtelary, Jura. They
have an amazing museum mixing old traditions with
modern technology to explain the roots of the
company and a live demonstration of how Ragusa and
Torino are made. And not only that, but they also give
out samples too. I thoroughly recommend a visit!
The factory Camille Bloch was founded in 1929 in Bern and moved to its present home
in Coutelary six years later. Ragusa the chocolate bar with hazelnuts, dates back to
1942 when raw materials such as cocoa were in short supply due to World War II. The
idea was born to use hazelnuts, both ground, and whole to produce a new bar and
meet supply demands despite the supply difficulties at the time. So where did the
name come from. Camille Bloch wanted a name that could be pronounced in all four
Swiss languages, and he remembered the name of a town that he had visited on
holiday in Croatia. Yes, the name was indeed Ragusa, although today it is known as
Dubrovnik. The bar that is eaten and enjoyed today is made from the same recipe and
shape that it started out with,
although different variations
have since been added.

More information can be
found on the website https://www.ragusa.ch/en/
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